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Interesting Words assembly 
 
I really enjoy adding new and unusual words to my vocabulary.  A little while back I 
spoke in assembly about unusual words from other languages. Some of you may 
recall and use in daily life such words as ‘tsuji-giri’, the Japanese word meaning ‘To try 
out a new sword on a passer-by’.  Perhaps it was the Indonesian word ‘neko-neko’ 
that caught your imagination – it means ‘Someone who has a creative idea which only 
makes things worse’.  Of course there are many interesting and unusual words in our 
own language.  I would like to introduce a few of them to you today. 
 
Having a new word to use is always a great pleasure.  I suppose that is so for three 
reasons:  The first is the joy at knowing and using a word which might be unknown to 
someone else.  We all enjoy possession of secret knowledge – after all, knowledge is 
power. 
 
The second is joy in having the capacity to describe and define the world more 
precisely, using exactly the right word for the occasion.  There is pleasure in precision 
and exactness.  Perhaps the most difficult part of having to communicate in another 
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‘tarantism’?  It is the overwhelming urge to overcome sadness and depression by 
dancing.   
 
But on the way to the club, the car breaks down.  It rolls to a stop and won’t move.  
All our hero’s hopes are dashed.  However, he might have expected such trouble.  
After all, he and all of the rest of us, have often been the victim of ‘resistentialism’.  
What is ‘resistentialism’?  It is a wonderful word that needs wider currency.  It 
describes an all too common problem in life, and is defined thus: ‘seemingly spiteful 
behaviour manifested by inanimate objects.’   
 
After all this trouble, no-one would be surprised if our hero became an 
‘onchyophagist’ – a person who bites his fingernails…  or experienced ‘dysania’ – a 
state of finding it hard to get out of bed. 
 
We’ll leave the story of the boy there, lest you begin to take pleasure in his 
misfortunes.  There is, of course, a word for the feeling of pleasure we get when – it is 

‘Schadenfreude’.  A lovely word for a rather contemptible feeliai0 Tc .   
 


