


We are a community forged from  
innovation, bravery, confidence, inspiration and joy 
 

We inspire a life-long love of learning and provide academic 

excellence for pupils, staff and support staff. We have a culture 

of collaboration, coaching and challenge. We are brave in our 

pursuit of excellence: progress is driven by innovation and 

reflection.  

The co-curriculum supports and enriches the academic 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Choosing your A Levels can feel daunting. You will be conscious that you are making a decision which 
will impact your options for university and indeed for your career beyond, so it is vital that you take 
time and advice on this.  
 
The purpose of this booklet is to enable you to make informed decisions. Making good choices now 
will help you to enjoy the Sixth Form, to flourish in your chosen disciplines and be in a strong position 
to apply to first-rate universities in a year or so.  
 
The Merchant Taylors' Sixth Form 
 
The choice open to you is a simple one.  
 
 You need to choose four subjects to study in the Lower Sixth. You may choose just about any 

four subjects from this booklet that you wish. We will do our very best to try and 
accommodate all combinations – though not all combinations may be possible, in those cases 
we will let those individuals know as early as we can.  
 

 Those interested in Further Maths should choose three non-Maths options and ‘Maths & 
Further Maths’. If approved and you spend the Autumn of the Lower Sixth in an accelerated 
Maths class, you may be invited to swap one of your four subjects for Further Maths at 
Christmas of the Lower Sixth. Only those studying the FMSQ are eligible for this choice. 

 

 Pupils should not choose both Philosophy and Religious Studies, since the course has an 
overlap. 
 

 At Christmas of the Lower Sixth, we ask you to nominate three subjects which you intend to 
pursue through to A Level and we ask your teachers about your progress in these subjects. 

 

 A very few boys ask us if they can continue with four subjects (not including Further Maths) 
through to A Level; in exceptional circumstances this is appropriate and we will discuss this 
with you if you think it a good idea. Most MTS boys prefer to do three A Levels and then pursue 
an EPQ, MOOCs, essay competitions and so on in order to broaden their experience. 

 
This means that, for many, you will study something for a full term in the Lower Sixth for which you 
do not get a formal qualification. This is not a problem and nor should it be seen as one. Education 
is about more than the accrual of pieces of paper, it is about broadening you as a person. By studying 
something in the Lower Sixth that isn’t examined, you can choose something new – to test it out, or 
choose something that will enhance your other subjects, excite your interests and strengthen your 
application to university.  
 
Alongside your chosen taught curriculum courses, you will also be following a unique extension and 
enrichment programme. Throughout the Lower Sixth you will have a weekly lecture on anything 
from Mental Health to Party Culture, Safe Driving to the life of a magician. After Christmas in the 
Lower Sixth, when curriculum time is freed-up, extension lessons begin for those seeking to apply 
to the most competitive courses at university. In addition, you will have time on timetable to 
complete Independent Study Courses (including the EPQ) and also one hour a week with an 
Academic Supervisor, who will encourage you to stretch yourself beyond your core studies. 
 



2 

Our Sixth Form curriculum is unique to MTS, although many schools imitate elements of it. 
 
How do you choose your A Levels? 
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 Since there is less continuity of material at A Level in other subjects, our principle is that you 
will need to score at least a 7 grade at GCSE to access other subjects.  

 

 For new subjects, you should be expecting to score at least a 7 grade at GCSE in related 
disciplines as follows: 

o Economics: Maths and English 
o 



mailto:rgarvey@mtsn.org.uk
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ART AND 
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The unique environment of the Life Class provides a forum for serious and sophisticated young 
artists to engage with a long-established discipline.   
 
The study of Art to this pre-degree level is a lifestyle choice and should be treated beyond the 
bounds of mere examination criteria. 
 
GCSE Art & Design is a prerequisite for further study at A Level. 
 
C0yn 

mailto:sleech@mtsn.org.uk
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
AQA 

 
Computer Science is about logical thought and the application of intelligence.  At A Level, students 
combine practical, creative and theoretical knowledge with the stimulus and satisfaction of making 
things work.  It will suit boys who are considering A Level subjects such as Mathematics or Physics, 
but there is a creative aspect to the subject, which will appeal to those who enjoy practical and 
artistic activities.  Computer Science is a valued qualification for a wide range of degree courses, 
particularly Mathematics, Science and Engineering, all areas in which the ability to solve problems 
and an understanding of computation is essential.  It opens doors to a dynamic industry and equips 
pupils with the skills to master the modern world.  
 
Learning to write and fix computer programs gives an insight into process and structure; as such it 
improves understanding in a range of subjects. Computer Science A Level teaches: strategies for 
solving problems such as breaking them into sub-problems; design; thinking at different levels 
(abstraction); and producing a program to automate a solution.  As a fundamentally practical subject 
with a significant applied component, it tutors pupils in how to get things done and how to make 
things work. 
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The second year includes:  
 

 Advanced Problem solving, programming, operating systems, databases and networks. 

 Sample topics: Turing machines; syntax diagrams; object oriented programming (C#), networks. 

 Conceptual and philosophical issues in Computer Science, such as complexity, intractability and 
Artificial Intelligence 

 Legal, social and ethical implications of Computing 

 Completion of the project building on the work from the first year 
 

 

mailto:gmacleod@mtsn.org.uk
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 

AQA A Level Drama and Theatre Studies Course 
 
Drama and Theatre Studies A Level encompasses a range of practical skills and theoretical 
knowledge of all aspects of the theatre.  The course is designed to build theatrical creativity whilst 
developing performance and design skills alongside an analytical understanding.   
 
The A Level course is made up of three units. Over the two years, these units offer a mix of 
coursework and exams, both practical and written. Candidates study plays from the point of view 
of a director, designer, performer and critic.  The A Level requires students to work closely with their 
peers, to be imaginative and creative, intellectual and skilled.  
 
The first unit (40%) involves a study of two stimulating set plays and an analysis of the work of live 
theatre makers, assessed in the form of a written examination. As part of this unit, students have 
the opportunity to see a range of productions in the c5.32 842.04 r%

0y3losely wge of p
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ECONOMICS 
Edexcel Economics A 

 
Economics is the branch of knowledge concerned with the production, consumption, and transfer 
of wealth. It analyses how a society should allocate its scarce resources to maximize its citizens’ 
welfare. For instance: 
 

 Why do some nations grow faster than others? 
 

 What determines the living standards in different nations? 
 

 How has leaving the European Union impacted the UK economy? 
 

 

mailto:mbeacham@mtsn.org.uk
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ENGLISH 
OCR and AQA 

 
The English Department at MTS offers two A Level English courses and it is worth remembering that 
you can choose both as A Level options: 
 

 A Level English Literature (OCR Exam Board) 

 A Level English Language (AQA Exam Board) 
 
One of the most traditional and sought-after A Levels, English Literature widens immeasurably the 
scope of literature that you will have studied at GCSE. You will be given an in-depth training in critical 
analysis and written communication and an unequalled insight into the human psyche – exactly 
what the modern workplace is looking for in new graduates. The depth in which you explore your A 
Level texts is unprecedented and they will stay with you for life. Another richly satisfying aspect of 
the course is the way that it explores the historical and social contexts behind works of literature, 
as well as the way that interpretations of a text have evolved over time.  
 
We start with Shakespeare and an in-depth study of Richard III, a play which, if you believe 
Shakespeare, explores one of the most notorious, Machiavellian – and magnetic – villains in history. 
The breadth of literature you will cover is impressive. As part of the pre-1800 side of the course, you 
may study Geoffrey Chaucer’s 14
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through the most important writers, texts and literary movements of the English Canon, and 
includes commentary from each member of the department on their specialist areas. You will find 
copies, accompanied by the recommended texts, in the new Sixth Form English Reading Room, a 
space dedicated to independent study and scholarship.   
 
English Language is a popular, diverse and interesting course and it doesn’t really bear any relation 
to GCSE at all. English Language seeks to explore many questions: is it possible to think without 
language? Does our gender influence our language choices? Do the limits of our language dictate 
the limits of our world? In many ways this is a linguistics course and adopts a scientific approach to 
studying language – so, if you are technically-minded, or wish to study a modern or classical 
language, or have an interest in Biology, Psychology or the social sciences, then English Language is 
an excellent complement to those A Levels.  You will learn about language development in children, 
interrogate the relationship between language and culture and explore the politics of language. The 
course opens your mind to the range of texts that surround us, from Trump’s tweets to Stormzy’s 
lyrics to fascinating discourses on language from theorists like Althusser, Barthes and David Crystal. 
A good deal of what is done in this course is linguistic analysis of both spoken and written texts, at 
times chosen by you. You will also produce a piece of original writing coursework and an individual 
research project on a topic of your choosing. Previous projects have considered subjects as wide-
ranging as Apple Technology’s advertising ideology, the language of violence in Martin Scorsese’s 
Goodfellas and the language of courtship in Geordie Shore. An A Level in English Language has 
enabled previous students to go on to take degree courses in Linguistics, English Literature, 
Medicine, Classics and Russian; they have welcomed the intellectual rigour the subject affords.

mailto:mhilton-dennis@mtsn.org.uk
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GEOGRAPHY 
AQA 

 
Geography A Level deals with concepts vital to understanding today’s world. As a reconstructivist 
discipline, which aims to solve the world’s current and future problems, geography is the only 
subject that explores the relationship between people and their physical environment.  Geography 
is also an excellent bridge between Art and Science subjects. The transferable nature of geographic 
skills provides a useful support for both Arts and science subjects and students enjoy sharing 
geographic knowledge, understanding and skill with their other subjects. We teach the AQA 
specification, which provides an in-depth study of geographical issues in a modern context and will 
allow you to appreciate your role as a global citizen whilst developing your understanding of diverse 
cultures, economies, and natural environments. The teaching in the department is of the highest 
quality, with a wide range of expertise amongst our staff. Our teaching is facilitated by the Edward 
Evans Geography Building which includes a host of new technologies and facilities for students, 
including VR headsets and a Sixth Form study area. An active student-led Senior Geography Society 
allows students to engage in academic geography beyond the A Level course by attending lectures 
and giving their own presentations. As a result, there has never been a better time to continue with 
the subject at A Level.  
 
Each year between ten and fifteen geographers continue with the subject to degree level, along 
with regular success at Oxbridge. Employers actively seek out Geography graduates because they 
are analytical, computer literate, systematic and aware of the inter-relationships between different 
concepts and ideas. Together with the obvious careers that stem directly from the subject itself, 
many Geography graduates go on to careers in law, accountancy, consultancy, financial services, 
advertising, and politics. Geography has been defined amongst the key 'facilitating' subjects in a 
guide compiled by the Russell Group (20 leading UK universities), together with being identified as 
one of 10 ‘recession-proof’ degree subjects. 
 
The A Level is different in feel from the GCSE. There is a greater expectation for independent work 
and wider reading, and there is a lot more time to cover the content and exam technique in depth. 
As such, lessons are more discursive and all students will 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationpicturegalleries/9852535/Ten-recession-proof-degree-subjects.html?frame=2472759
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Component Two is entitled Human Geography and is also divided into three sections: Global 
Systems and Global Governance focuses on globalisation – the economic, political and social 
changes associated with technological and other driving forces which have been a key feature of 
global economy and society in recent decades, together with the attempts at a global level to 
manage and govern some aspects of human affairs.  This section includes a consideration of the 
threats to and protection of Antarctica. Changing Places focuses on people’s engagement with 
places, their experiences of them and the qualities they ascribe to them, which are of fundamental 
importance in their lives. As part of this section, the developing character of a location close to home 
and a contrasting distant place is considered. Resource Security focuses on the large-scale 
exploitation of unevenly distributed natural resources, which is one of the defining features of the 
present era. You will explore how supply and demand for water, energy, and minerals leads to 
conflict, wealth, and issues of sustainability at varying scales. This component also comprises 40% 
of the course.   
 
Component Three is an assessed geographical investigation of 3,000 to 4,000 words in relation to 
processes in both physical and human geography. The independent investigation, based on a 
hypothesis, incorporates evidence from field investigations and academic research. Students are 
required to analyse quantitative and qualitative data in order to reach a statistically significant 
conclusion.  This unit will be an excellent way to develop the research skills necessary for your 
undergraduate studies at university and comprises 20% of the course. This component takes place 
in lessons over about one term in total with one of your teachers, and requires a mature approach 
to be completed effectively.      
 
Fieldwork and Expeditions 
 
There is a compulsory fieldwork course during the Lower Sixth, the cost for which is approximately 
£400. This fieldwork directly supports the course work of Component 3. Our current destinations 
include a day trip to the cultural hub of Shoreditch to investigate changing urban place, and a two 
night residential to Swanage Bay to investigate coastal landforms. We will also be offering an 
optional expedition, designed to inspire geographical interest and aid understanding of key 
elements of the course.  
 
Please come and see me if you would like a copy of the course outline, or if you have any queries 
about Geography A Level. 
 
A L Murray 
Head of Geography 
amurray@mtsn.org.uk 
 
  

mailto:amurray@mtsn.org.uk
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HISTORY 
OCR 

 
Why study History beyond GCSE? 
 
History is an unashamedly academic subject, which also lends itself to students of a broad ability 
range.  It is accessible through the intrigue of the historical periods studied but challenging in the 
skills required to analyse and evaluate concepts.  It is this combination which has led Cambridge 
University to declare that they see History as one of the four ideal A Level subjects they look for in 
a humanities applicant. History graduates have been successful not only in conventional 
occupations, such as teaching and journalism, but also in some which might seem more unlikely, 
such as business, finance, and law.  History in the Sixth Form introduces its students to transferable 
skills that make them well-equipped to pursue a multiplicity of careers and to do so with great 
success.  
 
What is A Level History? 
 
A Level History offers opportunities to explore a range of periods and regions in the past, 
emphasising breadth as well as depth of teaching and learning.  The syllabus encourages historical 
debate and discussion.  Students are rewarded for offering informed, independent views, which 
result from genuine engagement with the study of History.  A Level History is also seen to be 
excellent preparation for university by the universities. 
 
What is the A Level course structure? 
 
We have chosen a syllabus which we feel will excite and engage Merchant Taylors’ students.  
Students will be able to move away from the well-trodden path of twentieth century Europe and 
embrace a broader range of periods.  The A Level course is broken up into three papers (sat at the 
end of the Upper Sixth) and a Topic based essay. 
 
British period study and enquiry - England 1199—1272 
 
Students will discover the history of Britain from the end of Henry II’s reign through to the accession 
of Edward I. There will be a particular emphasis on the reigns of Richard the Lionheart, John, and 
Henry III. This paper explores the role of kingship and the development of parliament, in an exciting 
period of both conflict and cooperation. A medieval monarch was required to be both a warrior and 
judge; some got it horribly wrong.  
 
Thematic study and historical interpretations - The Challenge of German Nationalism 1789–1919 
 
Students will explore the reasons for changes in the nature of German nationalism and the 
consequences within Germany. Major themes and topics include: the 1848/1849 Revolutions, 
Nationalism and Unification 1867–1871, Wilhelmine Germany and the growth of Nationalism 1884–
1914. By the end of the course, students will have studied a hundred years of German history and 
will engage with recent historiographical treatment and controversies, many of which persist and 
continue to animate historical research to this day.  
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Non-British period study - The Crusades and the crusader states 1095—1192 
 
Students will use primary and secondary sources to develop an in depth understanding of the first 
three Crusades: a truly exciting and relevant period of medieval History. 
 
Topic based essay 
 
The Topic based essay is an extended essay of 3500 - 4000 words, based on a research investigation 
by the candidate.  It enables students to pursue a topic which engages their interests and 
imagination. 
 

mailto:mhale@mtsn.org.uk
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LATIN AND GREEK 
OCR 

 
Outline 
 
Latin A Level and Greek A level are two separate options. The format of both is the same, so they 
are described here together. The A Levels in Latin and Greek, similar to the GCSE, are divided in two: 
half of the qualification is language, the other half is literature. If you have done both Latin and 
Greek at GCSE, you can choose both for A Level.  
 

Content 
 
Lower Sixth 
 
In both subjects, the Lower Sixth language course will be spent consolidating and extending your 
knowledge of GCSE grammar. There is not much extra content, but lots of exploration of exceptions 
to the rules, and more detailed explanations of some features. Some translation of English into 
Latin/Greek will be done, and plenty of translation of Latin/Greek into English. 
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Beyond the classroom 
 
An overseas trip, usually to Greece or Italy, is offered in most years. In addition, students have the 
opportunity to see plays in Oxford, Cambridge, and London, some of which are performed in Ancient 
Greek. The department has an enviable library of Classics books, which will enhance independent 
study at this level, and lectures by distinguished academics add breadth to the A Level course and 
convey something of what is involved in studying Classics at undergraduate level. 
 
Beyond A Level 
 
Some students choose to study Classics at university, but by no means all: many will go on to read 
other humanities, or sciences. Both Latin and Greek are regarded as highly academic subjects and 
continue to be recognised by Admissions Tutors as beneficial to university applications. They are 
valued because of both the intellectual concentration and application that is demanded in 
translation and reading, but also the empathetic response that is required in literary analysis. Latin 
and Greek are not necessary for many careers, but they are useful for any. 
 
E H Gazeley 
Acting Head of Classics 
egazeley@mtsn.org.uk
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MATHEMATICS 
OCR MEI 

 
Mathematics is a very popular subject for A Level study at Merchant Taylors’.  It can be, and is 
studied successfully in combination with almost anything else.  A good grade in A Level Mathematics 
is regarded as a desirable qualification by all higher education establishments. 
 

mailto:amiller@mtsn.org.uk
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MODERN LANGUAGES 
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH  

Eduqas A Level 
 
Why study Modern Languages beyond IGCSE? 
 
As a successful IGCSE linguist you will already have experienced, at some level, the real pleasure and 
buzz in being able to communicate in a foreign language.  Speaking and understanding a language 
gives you a unique set of tools that can be applied to many fields of employment and future learning.  
Anyone with an interest in communication, film, literature, economics, politics, history and sciences 
will find the Sixth Form courses engaging, and you can be certain that by the end of the Sixth Form, 
you will have reached a degree of independent fluency which will surprise you.  That is richly 
satisfying in its own right, but more than that, high-level modern linguists are currently among the 
most employable of all graduates and Modern Languages have one of the most favourable 
applicants to places ratios at Russell Group universities.  Furthermore, those students likely to 
pursue scientific careers often value (as do their eventual employers) the balance and different 
perspective offered by a language qualification.  While one modern language is often chosen as a 
complement to other subjects, able linguists should strongly consider the value of taking two 
languages.  
 
What is the A Level course structure? 
 
The course will be taught by two teachers who will develop the main language skills (speaking, 
listening, reading, writing and translating) by means of authentic materials and media, covering 
topic areas such as cultural identity and diversity relevant to the language studied, recent historical 
and political events, artistic heritage and the contemporary cultural scene, traditions and festivals. 
Pupils also study a set film and a set text, one in L6th and one in U6th. In addition, we have the 



23 

works includes classics and more contemporary works. To get an idea, please see the A Level 
specifications on the Eduqas website for language-specific films and texts. 
 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/ 
 

 Language classes in the Sixth Form are fun.  An active engagement with and enjoyment of your 
language is a necessity, but working with like-minded pupils, teachers and language assistants, 
provides rapid progress and much satisfaction.  

 

 In class, the ‘target language’ is used predominantly and confidence in speaking is reinforced by 
a compulsory weekly session in small groups with one of the language assistants.  Discussion in 
a foreign language is also practised in class and on occasion in debating competitions with other 
schools. 

 

 We place a lot of emphasis on independent research, reading and exploration.  This begins in 
January of the Lower Sixth with a regular ‘reading and listening booklet’ in which we expect 
students to record evidence of a piece of reading or listening every week. 
 

 There is an active Sixth Form Language Society, Panglossia, which invites eminent university 
academics to talk about all the countries we study, and to which you’re warmly welcome. 

 

 Progress can and should be reinforced by spending time in a country where the language being 
studied is spoken on study trips we organise, individual exchanges, work experience or simply 
on holiday.  Within the department we have several contacts for potential independent 
exchanges and we would strongly encourage Sixth Formers to consider this opportunity. 

 
R P Bailey 
Head of Modern Languages 
rbailey@mtsn.org.uk 
 
  

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/
mailto:rbailey@mtsn.org.uk
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Appraising 
 
Your listening, appraising, and analytical skills are assessed in a written paper at the end of the 
course. The Areas of Study offer the opportunity to explore the musical context, the musical 
language, and the interdependence of the musical elements in a range of musical styles and genres.  
You will study four in total. 
 
The first two Areas of Study are compulsory and include prescribed works on which you will be 
examined alongside many other pieces of music. 
 
2024-2026 prescribed works: 
 
AOS1: Mozart: Sinfonia Concertante in E flat major, K. 364 (1779-80), first 

movement 
 
AOS2: Bessie Smith: (i) ‘Young Woman’s Blues’ (October 26, 1926), (ii) ‘Back Water 

Blues’ (February 17, 1927), (iii) ‘Alexander’s Rag Time Band’ (March 2, 1927), 

mailto:scouldridge@mtsn.org.uk
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POLITICS 
Edexcel 

 

Why study A Level Politics? 
 
Politics is both endlessly fascinating and unbelievably important – especially with two elections on 
the horizon! By studying the subject for A Level, you will understand the theory of how government 
is supposed to work, as well as the theory behind how we get the governments we deserve. Politics 
can take you from high debate on principle to appreciating the absurdity of the Westminster bubble 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
AQA 

 
What is Psychology A Level? 
 
Psychology is the scientific study of mind and behaviour.  It is a fascinating and rigorous A level which 
deals with questions such as:  What makes us remember?  How do we learn? Following brain 
damage how well can a person perform? Why do people obey? One of the ways it is a truly unique 
and valuable subject is that you will learn a great deal about the brain, including its regions and 
functions, and about predominant mental illnesses in society such as depression and anxiety.  
 
Course outline 
 
Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology 
 

 Social Influence: why people conform, why people obey and the effects of these processes 
on social change. 

 

 Memory: including memory models and eyewitness testimony. 
 

 Attachment: including early social development, explanations of attachment and cultural 
variations of child-rearing. 
 

 Psychopathology: different approaches to treating depression, phobias and obsessive 
compulsive disorder. 

 
Unit 2: Psychology in Context 
 

• Approaches in Psychology: different ways of understanding behaviour, including Learning, 
Cognitive, Biological, Psychodynamic and Humanistic. 

 

• 



mailto:kchakraborty@mtsn.org.uk
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Philosophy of Religion, Ethics & Developments in Christian Thought 

OCR (specification H573) 
 
If you agree that religion, ethics and philosophy are fundamental to humanity’s understanding of 
the world and of humanity itself, then this may well be the course for you. The world is changing, 
but as long as there are people, we will need Religious Studies.  
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 Meta-ethics: Naturalism, intuitionism and emotivism 

mailto:gsolomons@mtsn.org.uk
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SCIENCE 
 

The principal reason for choosing any A Level subject is that you have genuine passion and curiosity 
in one or more of the sciences. You will therefore enjoy studying it in the future.  This will most 
probably be based on your experience at GCSE having studied Triple Science. 
 
The Science Department offers courses in all three Sciences. We strongly recommend that boys 
wishing to enter the Sixth Form get an 8 or 9 grade in the appropriate GCSE subject.  In exceptional 
circumstances, for Double Award Science candidates, a double 9 grade will be essential, with a 
strong UMS in the chosen subject.  This would qualify you to study Biology or Physics A Level; 
however, the final decision remains with the Head of Department. A top grade in Mathematics may 
also be required for Physics A Level. You may wish to discuss your suitability for a subject with the 
Head of Department. 
 
The combination of subjects that you choose will depend to some extent on any potential career 
that you have in mind. For example, Engineers must study Maths and Physics, whilst Medics and 
Dentists will take Chemistry and Biology at A Level. You can certainly consider a ‘contrasting’ subject 

mailto:frashid@mtsn.org.uk
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BIOLOGY 
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CHEMISTRY 
Edexcel 

 
The Chemistry Department will be offering the Edexcel specification for A Level.  This is an exciting 
course and one that builds on the IGCSE course you have been studying for GCSE. 
 
Course Structure 
 
Throughout the course you will be taught by two teachers: one for the Organic side of the course 
and one for the Inorganic side.  The Physical Chemistry topics are split between the two teachers. 
There are a total of 19 topics: 
 


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Should I study A Level Chemistry? 
 
Do you enjoy understanding how the world around you works on a microscopic level? Do you want 

mailto:mpowell@mtsn.org.uk
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PHYSICS 
CAIE 

 
Merchant Taylors’ offers the CAIE International A Level Physics course.  The course blends material 
that builds directly onto the IGCSE material, whilst introducing new modern concepts in Physics. 
 
The aim of any Physics course must be to enable 12 Tf
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10. D.C. Circuits 

11. Particle Physics 

12. Motion in a circle 

13. Gravitational Fields 

14. Temperature 

15. Ideal Gases 

16. Thermodynamics 

17. Oscillations 

18. Electric Fields 

19. Capacitance 

20. Magnetic Fields 

21. Alternating Currents 

22. Quantum Physics 

23. Nuclear Physics 

24. Medical Physics  

25. Astronomy and Cosmology 
 
Assessments Overview: 
 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

Multiple Choice 
1 hour 15 minutes, 40 marks 
40 multiple choice questions. 
Questions are based on the AS 
Level syllabus content. 
Externally assessed. 
31% of the AS Level 
15.5% of the A Level 

AS Level Structured Questions 
1 hour 15 minutes, 60 marks 
Structured questions. 
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What do these A Level Physics topics involve? 
 
The Electricity topic builds directly on the work done at IGCSE to provide a more complete picture. 
Similarly, the Mechanics and Deformation of Solids topics continues to build on familiar concepts 
relating to forces and energy from IGCSE. The material will now be covered in a much more 
mathematical way. Meanwhile, the Quantum Physics offers an introduction to an entirely new and 
very exciting branch of Physics; including looking at concepts such as the photoelectric effect and 
wave-particle duality. The Standard Model of Particle Physics will also be covered.  The Waves topic 
again builds on IGCSE work then explores the new wave behaviours of interference and diffraction, 
again this will be more mathematical than at IGCSE. 
 
The topics of Fields, Circular Motion, Oscillations 

mailto:amayadeen@mtsn.org.uk


http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-participation-in-physical-activity-and-sport#1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-participation-in-physical-activity-and-sport#id-Skill_acquisition_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-participation-in-physical-activity-and-sport#1_1_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-optimal-performance-in-physical-activity-and-sport#1_2_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-optimal-performance-in-physical-activity-and-sport#1_2_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-optimal-performance-in-physical-activity-and-sport#1_2_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/as-and-a-level/physical-education-7582/subject-content/factors-affecting-optimal-performance-in-physical-activity-and-sport#1_2_4


43 

Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport 

What's assessed 
Section A: Exercise physiology & biomechanics = multiple choice, short answer & extended writing 
(35 marks) 
Section B: Sport psychology = multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (35 marks) 
Section C: Sport and society & technology in sport = multiple choice, short answer & extended 
writing (35 marks) 
 
How it's assessed 
Written exam: 2 hours 
105 marks 
35% of A Level 
 
Non-exam assessment (NEA): Practical performance in physical activity and sport 
 
What's assessed 
There are two aspects to the NEA:  
 
1.  Performance assessment (practical performance) Students are assessed as a performer or coach 

in the full sided version of one activity with evidence recorded via video.   
N.B most students will need to be able to perform one sport from the course specification to a 
decent club or school standard and pupils are responsible for collecting their own footage.  

 
2. Performance analysis assessment (analysis and evaluation). A written/verbal analysis of 

performance, worth 45 Marks. 
N.B this does not need to be written about the same sport that you are performing in. 

  
How it's assessed 
Internal assessment, external moderation 
90 marks  
30% of A Level 
 
If you have any further questions regarding the course, please do come and speak with us.  
 
P J B Davies 
Head of Sports Science 
pdavies@mtsn.org.uk 
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