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The Sixth Form at Merchant Taylors’

Welcome to Merchant Taylors’ School — it is our aim that every boy who passes through the Sixth
Form has the opportunity to discover and develop his talents, in whichever direction they might
take him, to their fullest potential. As boys move through the Sixth Form, they are treated as the
leaders of the school community they should aspire to be,(his)-5( )]TJETQq0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 reW






DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
The Design and Technology exam consists of 6 questions. It is set at GCSE level and tests a
candidate’s ability in the following areas:

e Writing a design specification
e Generating design ideas

e Developing design ideas

e Product analysis

e Modelling techniques

e The product life cycle

DRAMA AND THEATRE

The study of Drama at GCSE is highly recommended for students wishing to take A Level
Theatre Studies, although not compulsory. A wider interest in Drama is desirable; this may
include, for example, performing in plays and/or going to the theatre.

Candidates will be required to complete the following tasks:

e Practical: a performance of a 3-5 minute monologue performed on the day, followed by
an interview

e Written: a review of a piece of live or digital theatre recently seen. If the candidate has
not seen a piece of theatre, they may wish to write about a film. Candidates will have 30
minutes to complete this task.

ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

Economics

There is a one-hour aptitude test for Economics which does not require any previous knowledge
of the subject. The first half of the test is comprised of a selection of multiple choice questions,
where economic concepts are clearly defined within the questions. This will test factors such as:

e The ability to apply basic mathematical processes such as calculation percentage changes,
identifying trends in graphs and analysing tables of data.

e The ability to think logically about a process of cause and effect. For instance, the
candidate might be expected to identify that an increase in income tax rates is likely to
reduce consumer incomes and therefore consumer demand, causing UK firms to
produce less.

Candidates are advised to spend no longer than 30 minutes on the multiple choice component.

The second half of the test will be a short essay question, from a choice of three, which will be
an open question inviting candidates to discuss an issue. This is intended to show the ability to
construct an argument and to think critically and balance the answer through counter argument.
An example of a past question is:

“What might be the costs and benefits of constructing a new terminal at Heathrow Airport?”
The paper is intended to test thinking and reasoning skills that are required to succeed at
Economics A level, rather than specific economic knowledge.



Politics

There is a one-hour Politics paper, which does not require any prior knowledge of political
concepts and which tests aptitude for the subject.

This is a comprehension — based paper in which candidates are provided with a brief extract
containing political concepts (where terminology is clearly explained) and are asked a series of
questions based upon that passage. This is intended to test the ability to draw the correct
inferences from the information provided and the ability to construct a well written argument.
There will be one open-ended question, which is related to the passage, which will require
candidates to think about an issue for themselves and construct a balanced argument to express
their own opinion.



MATHS & FURTHER MATHS

Candidates will be tested on the standard GCSE syllabus, though the emphasis will be on
algebraic topics as it is these that give a better idea of suitability for A-level Mathematics. Credit
will be given for good, well explained solutions as well as for correct answers.

All questions should be attempted in Section A.

If the candidates have studied any Calculus (Differentiation, Integration) they should also
attempt the questions in Section B. This will ensure that you can be put in an appropriate set if a
place is offered. If such topics have not been studied it will not affect the chance of being
offered a place. Calculators may be used throughout the paper.

Further Maths is not a separate A level



RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND PHILOSOPHY

The Religious Studies and Philosophy department currently offers two A Level options; students
may choose from Religious Studies or Philosophy options at Merchant Taylors’. The entrance
exam for students interested in either of these options is the same.

The paper is an hour long and requires candidates to answer two essay questions. These
questions are designed to test a candidate’s ability to critically assess questions of philosophy and
ethics, rather than their prior knowledge. However, background knowledge in the fields of
religion, theology and philosophy is advantageous. As such, candidates may refer to any
religion(s) and/or philosophy they may have studied. They will be asked to give reasons to
support their own views and to analyse responses from



Physics

Questions will include recalling definitions and formulae and the application of the principles of
physics to solve problems. Basic mathematics such as rearranging equations will be required.
Knowledge and application of experimental skills may be included in these written answers and
some extended writing may be required. The topics listed below broadly correspond to the
Edexcel IGCSE Physics syllabus, which you may be referred to for greater detail. All KS3 topics
should be known.

Topics that may be assessed:

e Forces and motion

e Electricity

e Waves

e Energy resources and energy transfer
e Solids, liquids and gases

e Magnetism and electromagnetism

e Radioactivity and particles

e Astrophysics

SPORT SCIENCE

With no pre-requisites required, A-Level Sport Science suits pupils who have a real passion for
all aspects of sport accompanied by a good level of practical performance in one sporting area.
Aspects of the course include: Anatomy and Physiology, Skill Acquisition, Sport Psychology and
Sport and Society. GCSE PE is encouraged but by no means essential for applicants. Pupils
wanting to take A-Level Sport Science will need to provide evidence of their sporting
achievements prior to their arrival at school in order to show they possess a high level of
competence in at least one sport in any of the three roles: performance based, as an official or
coach.





